
Annual Summary 
Renovation for the 4,000 square-foot Boaz & Ruth-owned building 

located at 3001 Meadowbridge Road in Highland Park was made 

possible by the Community Innovation Grant from the Robins 

Foundation, awarded in 2015.  The space was designed by 

neighborhood youth with the assistance of volunteers from 

Baskervill, Glave & Holmes, and BCWH Architects. Construction 

was overseen by Tekton Builders.  Six Points Innovation Center 

(6PIC) opened its doors on June 6, 2017. 6PIC has been offering 

a safe, fully-programmed center where neighborhood teens and 

young adults have access to innovative programming in the arts, urban ecology, education assistance, 

public media, public history, and advocacy ever since! 

 

Multiple non-profit organizations, who have been engaged for more than six years in the Highland Park 

community, work together intentionally via coworking strategy. Founding partner organizations include 

Storefront for Community Design, Saving Our Youth, Groundwork RVA, ART180, Boaz & Ruth, the 

Virginia Local Initiatives Support Corporation, and the Community Preservation and Development 

Corporation.  6PIC has grown to offer supplemental programming to youth by partnering closely with 

organizations such as Untold RVA, Community 50/50, I AM MY LIFE, Richmond Association of Black 

Social Workers, Community Unity In Action, RVA Rapid Transit and VCUarts Department of Arts 

Education. 
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http://www.baskervill.com/
http://www.glaveandholmes.com/
http://bcwh.com/
http://tektonrva.com/
http://savingouryouthva.wixsite.com/soyva
http://www.storefrontrichmond.org/
http://savingouryouthva.wixsite.com/soyva
https://www.groundworkrva.org/
https://www.art180.org/
http://www.boazandruth.com/
http://www.virginialisc.org/
http://www.virginialisc.org/
http://www.cpdc.org/
http://www.cpdc.org/


 
Youth Empowerment  
 
6PIC is focused on creating skilled, urban leaders 

and entrepreneurs. We are also committed to 

empowering our youth in a culturally responsive 

and trauma informed atmosphere. Since the 

opening of our doors, 6PIC has actively engaged 

107 youth and passively engaged 52 youth 

excluding community events. On average, about 

60 youth are engaged monthly when all programs 

are in session. Youth have been exposed to careers in the trades, green construction, the arts and music 

industry, public speaking and advocacy.This year, youth have been honing skills and understanding in 

areas of : 

● Job readiness 

● Digital DJing 
● Graphic Design 
● Self Reflection 
● Conflict resolution 
● Time Management 
● Coping Skills 

● Commemorative Justice 
● Racial Trauma 
● Asset Mapping 
● Community Development 
● Tactical Urbanism 
● Carpentry 
● Trail Maintenance 

 
So how does youth empowerment inside our building connect to the community? 

 
Thanks to Saving Our Youth, 6PIC young adults have engaged in 40 hours of job readiness training 

from empowering residents in crafting resumes, mock interviews, to actually connecting them to jobs! 

GroundworkRVA youth have already began greening Highland Park by building self-watering planters 

that can be seen in front of homes and businesses. They also engaged in an urban heat island 

assessment finding that Highland Park is one the hottest neighborhoods in the city! ART180 has 

introduced youth to artistic techniques that can be used for social justice campaigns such as graphic 

design and boosting economic development by showing that DJing can be a career path. City Builders, 

facilitated by all 6PIC nonprofit partners, have begun unpacking the layers of city planning decisions 

that created the Highland Park neighborhood in order to better understand concepts of racism, community 

development and health disparities. 
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 Community 50/50 has led the way in healing and engaging the community by offering Lyrics and Beats, 

a program that has youth working on a song about stopping the violence in our community. IAMMYLIFE 

‘s Blackademic in Residence has connected youth to RVA experiences such as First Friday’s on Broad 

Street where youth created art for the 6PIC space, assisted youth with research papers and has begun 

prep work for a gender inclusive mosaic to be installed in 6PIC restrooms.Untold RVA, a USDAC 

Outpost,  has exposed youth to social innovation by partnering with youth on the Healthy. Wealthy. Wise 

project as a way to blend history with street art in order to amplify the voices of elders in our community. 

Finally, VCU Art Education weaved a thread of social justice between generations by crafting advocacy 

based alphabet books donated to JEB Stuart and 6PIC. 

 

Community Engagement 

As an engaging hub of community revitalization, 

youth activity and non-profit collaboration, 6PIC 

operates as a third space. It is one that 

welcomes folks to hold meetings, plan social 

actions or throw a party! Below is a list of some 

community engagements that has percolated in 

our space over the last year: 

● Highland Park Quality of Life Civic 
Association Meetings 

● Highland Park Spring Break 
● Youth-led Holiday Party 
● Family Engagement Evenings 
● Christmas Crawl 
● Holiday Store 
● Kwanzaa Celebration 
● Private Parties for community members 
● Richmond Peace Education Center 

Trainings 

● Lewis Ginter Urban Gardeners Program 
Graduation 

● Advocates for Richmond Youth Pop Up 
Drop In for Youth Experiencing 
Homelessness 

● Richmond City Health District: Youth 
Violence Prevention Celebration  

● Hosted First Ladies of Virginia 
Roundtable on Education 

● Robert Wood Johnson Culture of Health 
Award Reveal 

 
 
 

The 6PIC space can be reserved applying at 6picva.org/spaceuse/ 
 
 

3 



6PIC believes in a collaborative spirit. We have begun growing relationships with grassroots and faith 
based organizations, nonprofits, businesses, foundations, government partners! Here are a few partners 
not yet mentioned: 
 

● RVA league for Safer Streets 
● Northside Outreach Center 
● Rise Up RVA 
● A Better Day Foundation 
● Empowering Youth For Positive Change 
● Highland Park Senior Apartments 
● Local restaurants providing food  

○ Miss Girlee’s 
○ Nomad’s Deli 
○ Kitchen Magician 
○ EatIt Food & Personal Services 
○ Around the Way Catering 

● Armstrong Freshman Academy 

● Virginia Union University 
● University of Richmond 
● Virginia Commonwealth University 
● Youth For Rise 
● Ebony Walden Consulting  
● Capital One 
● Altria 
● Dominion Energy 
● Robins Foundation  
● Richmond Memorial Health Foundation 
● Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 
● Ovation Foundation 
● Richmond 300 
● Richmond City Health District 
● Association of General Contractors 

 
 
Economic Development  
 
Through the 6 BIZ Facade Improvement Small Business Grant 
Program Virginia Local Initiatives Support Corporation, Storefront 
For Community Design, and Capital One awarded 5 small local 
businesses a total of $40,000 in grants! The businesses and 
amounts were $8,500 to the Chicken Box for new doors and 
windows, $4,000 to Six Points Market for brick pavers and 
landscaping, $7,500 to Blair’s Beauty and Barber for new signage, 
power washing and repairs to interior and exterior, $10,000 to 
Simpson’s Market for new signage, repairs to exterior, lighting, new 
windows and doors, and finally $10,000 to  Trim’s Barber Shop for 
new signage, barber polls, doors and exterior repairs. Collectively, 
these neighborhoods have invested 100 years into the Highland 
Park Community. 
 
LISC also committed to improving the commercial corridor by 
assisting with bringing 6PIC to life, partnering with GroundworkRVA 
on the  teen-led anti-littering campaign through Groundwork RVA, 
and participating in 12 Clean-ups & Volunteer work days and 4 
Facade Paintings. 
 
Untold RVA is positioned to be the doorway into the creative 
economy for 6PIC youth once they learn skills that can be turned into businesses! 
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Operational Growth 
 
Most 6PIC staff are trained in Trauma Informed Care and Mental Health First Aid and will receive further 
training in mentoring, Safe Zone - for working with lgbt youth and other relevant youth trainings. We have 
hired one youth and a Highland Park resident. We are also building a 6PIC Advisory Board. 
 
 
In the next year 6PIC is looking forward to.... 
 

● Building stronger relationships with youth serving agencies in the Northside  
● Providing wrap around service by including a Family Engagement Team that will house a case 

management team and mentors by receiving consultation from the Association of Black Social 
Workers and Virginia Mentoring Partnership. 

● Tackling the school to prison pipeline by 1) working with Community Unity In Action around youth 
programming to bring the Food Justice Corridor to life and 2) assisting with advocacy efforts led 
by the Youth for Rise campaign  

● Continuing work around promoting trauma informed and equitable community development by 
increasing civic power  

● Hiring more 6PIC youth and Highland Park residents 
 

2018 Summer Programs 
 

● GroundworkRVA- Green Team and Green Workforce 
● ART180 -Photography 
● Saving Our Youth-Jobs for Life classes and Resurgence activities 
● Community 50/50 - Lyrics and Beats/ Art of Goal Setting by Harmony Organizing 

○ Sponsor needed 
○ 5050volunteer@gmail.com 

● A Better Day Foundation- Child Advocacy Program 
○ Sponsors Needed 
○ abetterdayassoc@gmail.com 

● Kings of Loyalty- led by 6PIC Assistant Manager, Ronald Lee 
○ Sponsors needed 
○ 6pic.rva@gmail.com 

● Inside Out- led by 6PIC Youth Keondae Spencer and Highland Park Resident Candres Thomas 
○ Sponsors needed 
○ 6pic.rva@gmail.com 

Cross -Sector Collaboratives: 
 

● Untold RVA- Gabriel Day Celebration 
○ Sponsors needed for youth stipends 

●  Community Unity In Action- Food Justice Corridor:Healthy Messaging Program 
○ Sponsors needed for youth portion of program 
○ burtonal@live.com 
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